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thus afforded would not sufficiently meet the case if only because
no administrative action can deal with the legal consequences that
are sure to arise from the Searle judgment.

In my letter, I did not raise the question of plurality of wives*
That question does not affect vast issues as the one raised by the
Searle judgment does. But as your letter seems to imply that
South African law does not recognize plurality of wives, I may be
permitted to draw the Minister's attention to Act 2 of 1907 (Natal)
which countenances the practice among indentured Indians. I
refer to Sections 6 and 7 of the Act which I copy and enclose here-
with for the information of the Minister.

In my humble opinion, the issue raised by the Searle judgment
can be effectively dealt with only by amending the marriage laws
of the Union so as to legalize marriages celebrated according to the
rites1 of non-Christian religions and performed before non-Chris-
tian priests.2

/ have, etc.9

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S. N. 5768

22.   LETTER TO DRUMMOND CHAPLIN

[PHCENIX,]
April 16, 1913

MY DEAR MR.  CHAPLIN,

I took the liberty of supplying3 the long wire4 I had to send
to the Minister of Interior regarding the Immigration Bill which,
I see from your letter to Polak, was duly delivered to you and was
engaging your attention. I now take the liberty of sending you
copy of the further communications that have passed between
the Minister and myself. Among the copies you will see the corres-
pondence regarding the recent judgment delivered by Justice
Searle whose effect is to invalidate all Indian marriages. Among
the points raised is, therefore, one asking for an amendment of the

1 The original has "rights", evidently a typing error.

2 The Minister of the Interior replied to this letter on May 9: "The Minister
is quite aware of the provision contained in Natal Act No. 2 of 1907, but that
is special legislation intended to apply to a particular class of the community
who, it was not contemplated, would become a permanent  section of the
inhabitants of South Africa."

3 The original has "replying", obviously a typing error.

4 Vide "Telegram to Minister of Interior", pp. 7-8.